
Robbie Taylor, Hope Piercing Through The Darkness 

Thank you so much for your generous support in 
bringing hope to teens in a challenging world. Your 
commitment to making a difference and providing  
assistance is genuinely inspiring, and we are grateful 
for your investment.  

Recently I felt overwhelmed by the amount of sad news I was   
receiving, coupled with the challenges many are facing in our 
world today. I was feeling a sense of loss for how things have 
shifted recently, asking ‘why’ and ‘what's happening’ many times. 
We don't often know where to look when trying to remain hopeful 
in the face of adversity and uncertainty. 

As I walked out on a cold, wet morning, I asked God for a sign of 
hope. Then on my way, I noticed tulip shoots starting to poke 
through the dirt and leaves. At first, there were only one or two, 
but when I paid more attention, it seemed they were coming up 
everywhere. At that moment, I felt like the Lord was showing me 
that even in the midst of darkness and cold, there is hope: life still 
starts anew. It was a sweet and timely reminder that even when 
we feel hopeless, the God of the universe is still at work. 

Many young people feel hopeless and anxious due to life's      
challenges. Our goal when engaging with teens is to inspire them, 
give them hope, and show them they have a purpose in this world. 
Youth are looking for a moment to be heard, a space to be seen, 
and a place to belong, and YFC is striving to bring this to our 
community. 

I recently read some important statistics that show that this    
generation requires something genuine and authentic, something 
to share with others around them to help where there are needs. 
They crave connection and peace, desiring a sense of belonging 
within their environment. It's clear that they are searching for 
more than just material possessions; they also want an emotional 
connection with those around them. This can show itself through 
meaningful conversations, caring relationships, and simple acts of 
kindness. In essence, it's about creating space to show love to 
youth and help them see that a loving God has created them with 
a plan for their lives. 

When you invest in our ministry, you invest in young people's 
lives, and you are investing in the future of our world and bringing 
the hope of Jesus to the next generation.

Justin Streeton, Words of Hope 
Yet, Lord, you are our father. We are the clay, 
and you are our potter; we are all the product 

of your labor. Isaiah 64:8 
Being a youth worker, you get a glimpse into a 
lot of students’ lives: what they have been 
through, good and bad, and biggest of all, how 
those experiences have shaped them. God 
surely is the potter and we the clay.  

One student I know has been through very 
tough times. He has a huge heart, and doesn’t 
leave others behind. Two years ago, he came 
and told us he doesn’t believe in God and that 
he has never read the bible, but he enjoyed the 
programs we run. 

In this last year I have seen him grow            
exponentially. I have seen him take on the love 
of praying for others and wanting to become a 
youth leader so he can help others in their walk 
of life, as well as reading his bible, so he can 
further his knowledge and grow closer to God. 

I told this young man how much I have seen 
him grow. He told me it was because of the 

positive influence he gets from 
coming to YFC programs and to 
his youth group. Hearing these 
words after knowing his story  

really gives me hope, and may 
it brighten up your day with 
a little bit of hope for the 
impact you make too.  

Follow us on social media! Aaaaaaaaaaaa

Kaylee Crisfield, True Hope 

We all hope for someone to love us, 
notice us and see us. We hope for 
good grades or for success in certain 
areas of our life. Whatever our ‘thing’ 
might be, we all use the word hope to 
describe something that we are   

desperately trying to grasp, yet find ourselves 
unable to reach. 

Hope, when defined by the world, describes a 
feeling of expectation and desire for a certain 
thing to happen. Biblical hope is defined as  
‘confident expectation.’ It does not imply        
uncertainty or lack of assurance. Instead, biblical 
hope is  a confident expectation and desire for 
something good in the future. In a world where 
some may find it hard to even trust members of 
their family, how then are we supposed to have a 
confident expectation? The answer? We have 
hope in someone who far surpasses any expec-
tation we could ever have, dream or imagine. 

God is our Living Hope. He is the answer to our 
heart’s desperation and the assurance that every 
season we walk through and every trial we face 
will turn out beautiful. This doesn’t mean that 
things will always go the way we desire, but 
what it does mean is that through reliance on 
the King of the universe, our hearts will become 
aligned with Him and His desires for our lives will 
become our own desires. This is the hope that 
resides in all of us; we just need to take a chance, 
take the time and maybe even a risk, and        
introduce those around us to this Living Hope.  

Elena Harper, An Ongoing Journey 

As I reflect on this past year, resting in the goodness 
of God and trusting that He is in the midst of it all, I 
am humbled knowing that we are nothing without 
Him. I’m so grateful for the blessings that I have      
received from Jesus, the gift of life and life to its 

fullest. Over the past little while I have had the opportunity to walk 
with a young girl who is exploring what faith looks like for her. She 
has been attending church, youth group and programs and I have 
had moments sitting with her, shoulder to shoulder in worship. This 
young girl comes to church on her own every week and makes the 
effort to engage. She is a testament of the on-going journey we 
get to take as we walk with someone, as they experience God in a 
fresh way and come to know His love for them.  

I am thankful that I get to see students engage in their faith and 
walk with them, with hope to see them blossom and grow into the 
people that they are called to be. My prayer is that in 2023 we 
would be bold, authentic people who are on fire for bringing the 
good news of God’s mercy and grace to those around us. 
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Levi Coates, The Unknown 

I had the opportunity this year 
to coach volleyball for a group 
of teen boys. None of them are 
Christians that I know of and 
many of them face challenges 

in their life; there is one in particular who is 
really struggling right now. The beginning of 
a new year can be intimidating to people, 
including me. But it isn’t the actual date that 
scares us, but rather looking ahead to a year 
full of unknowns; this fear can easily     
overwhelm.  

I pray that God will use me to leave a      
positive impact on all the youth I interact 
with this year. I can't imagine starting a year 
or living without the knowledge and hope 
that we have as believers. This year, my   
resolution is to continuously take life one 
day at a time, not worrying about the days I 
can't control, and seeking opportunities to 
inspire youth towards the hope we have in 
Jesus.“Now faith is confidence in what we 
hope for and assurance about what we do 
not see.” (Hebrews 11:1) 
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Rebekah Kenway, A Steadfast Presence 
Last year I had the honor of facilitating the Alpha Youth program. This series is traditionally designed for people  
wanting to learn about the Christian faith or for new believers, but when I hosted Alpha for the second time last year, 
some youth who came from strong faith-filled households participated. Many of them have a solid faith, yet some 
were struggling in it. When shown an illustration of a pool with different characters either interacting with the water 
or standing around doing different things outside of the pool, we asked the youth which character they 
identified most with, if the pool represented their relationship with God. One of them identified        
themselves as the guy drowning. “I’m getting a bunch of faith pushed on me from all different directions 
and it’s overwhelming,” they said. Yet observing this youth throughout the Alpha series, despite their 
struggle, I saw their faith deepen. Their statement was a reminder to me that even youth from Christian 
homes struggle in their faith and all youth need support. But it also reassured me that sometimes 
simply making a craft or playing a game with a youth is enough, and being a loving and steadfast 
presence can make all the difference. 

Proverbs 22:6 says, ‘Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not      
depart from it.’ Parents, this is an encouragement to you to keep pressing on in seeing your kids 
grow in their faith, and to reassure you that you don’t have to do it alone.  

Taeryn Novak,  In Winter 

I sincerely hope that you had a good Christmas season. But I 
also have a sense that many in our community had a very 
dark Christmas, marked by heartbreak; things are not as they 
should be. If this was your experience, my heart is with you.  

This feels like a natural time to reflect on the spiritual realities 
of the winter season. A season where much feels barren, dead or      
sleeping, where light is fleeting and dim. It is tempting to go further with 
this metaphor, to speak of how winter prepares the earth for spring, how 
the frozen ground prepares for new growth. But sometimes all we can do 
is sit in the brokenness and cry out to God, holding onto faint glimmers of 
truth: “the light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome 
it.” 

Hope really feels like a choice in seasons like this. But it is present. I think 
of the two young women I mentored last semester and the ways I saw 
them grow in confidence, or make small but healthy decisions amidst very 
difficult situations. I think of the youth at our Creative Life art program, 
the way their humour and kindness light up the room. I think of the many 
people in this community who advocate for youth and desire for them to 
be cared for and empowered.    

There are many exciting opportunities in this new year ahead. Much work 
remains to be done to see every youth in this Valley knowing and         
experiencing the truth that they are loved. But I am thankful that we are 
in this together and can continue to lean on each other and encourage 
each other to see hope’s light even in the darkest of times.  

Every Young Person  
Living Fully in Christ

2023 HIGHLIGHTS SO FAR

D O N A T E    
T O D A Y
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